
 
 

 

Architectural Association Symposium 
26th October 2018 
 

Design Agency within Earth Systems 
Call for Projects/Papers 

 
Image courtesy of AA Landscape Urbanism MArch/MSc Programme, part of ‘Projective Sandscapes’ Master Thesis, AALU 2014-2015 

 
8,000 meters above sea level exists what climbers call the 'death zone'. This altitude marks the limit for human habitation, above 
which our species cannot survive. We thrive in the 'life zone' - the earth’s land surfaces and oceans, its geological layers beneath, 
the dynamic atmosphere above - all affected by gravitational and magnetic forces beyond. This living world is constantly being 
transformed by our social, economic and political interactions revealing our intricate dependencies on the the earth and its systems. 
Terms such as ‘Anthropocene’ and ‘Capitalocene’ have drawn attention to the role of political economy in transforming 
these earth systems and positioned design as a major geological force shaping the planet.  
 
Speakers for symposium include: Neil Brenner (UTL, Harvard GSD); Stuart Elden (Warwick University); 
El Hadi Jazairy and Rania Ghosn (Design Earth); Marti Franch (EMF Landscape Architecture) + more.  
 
We now announce the Call for Projects/Papers for the Symposium, which will take place 26th October 2018 



 
 

 

Call for Projects/Papers 
 
The ‘Design Agency within Earth Systems’ symposium invites submissions to look through these planetary 
lenses to reflect upon the complicity of design in the destruction of the planet; to question the two dimensional, 
land based political technologies, by which we order our lives and our relations to the earth; to explore the 
material dimensions of air, ground and ocean as inter-twinings of socio-political and earth systems; and to 
imagine relations between socio-political and earth systems differently through design. 
 
The aim of this call is for proposals to present projects/papers in a format of 10-minute slide presentation 
alongside main speakers and as part of a one-day symposium at the Architectural Association 26th October 
2018. 
 
Submissions are encouraged from designers, researchers, and writers across all disciplines. Projects/Papers 
can be professional, academic, speculative, etc. and should highlight designed responses to:  

 The spatial impacts of political economy on the ecological biosphere   
 The unveiling of consequential landscapes produced by metropolitan and urban networks  
 The way weather, climatic and tectonic systems are entangled within politics, culture, and society  
 Technologies and tools by which we can read and re-imagine our relations with earth systems and 

forms of coevolution with other species  
 Natural disaster and vulnerability events created by political-economic decisions to harness natural 

forces and resources   
 State and economic systems as environment producers 
 Global environmental injustices produced by political and economic agendas, manifesting at local and 

regional scales 
 Land ownership and control in urban environments as well as resource exploitation or airspace 

implications.  
 The conflicts between material exchanges of geologic and atmospheric events and human spatial and 

temporal scales 
 
Format of submission: A4 PDF document with not more than 6 pages in total. Proposals should include 
300 words abstract and no more than 5 images descriptive of the proposed project/paper (drawings, diagrams, 
cartographies, etc.); please include contact details, affiliation, and a brief CV. 
 
The A4 PDF (10 MB max) should be emailed to: landscapeurbanism@aaschool.ac.uk  
 
Deadline: 07 July 2018 for notification no later than the end of August 2018. Successful applicants will be 
expected to cover their own costs for travel and accommodation. 
 
The ‘Design Agency within Earth Systems’ symposium is a collaboration between:  



 
 

 

 


