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This lecture provides an overview
and critical discussion of Foucault’s
1973 lectures La société punitive.
This was Foucault’s third course at
the Collège de France, and links in
important ways to the two previous
ones, as well as looking forward to
the 1975 book Surveiller et punir
(translated as Discipline and
Punish).

Indeed, one of the ways that La
société punitive can be read is as a
first public draft of that book. But
there are many other things
discussed in the course, and some
important shifts in emphasis.

This presentation will concentrate
on four areas: the interlinked
themes of measure, inquiry and
examination; shifts in modes of
punishment; the discussion of civil
war and the social enemy; and the
treatment of popular illegality in
England and France. Throughout all
of these there is an explicit
engagement with questions of
political economy and Marxist
work.

Finally, the talk will draw out where
Foucault’s thinking on questions of
power and the genealogical
approach was at this stage.

Stuart Elden is Professor of
Political Theory and Geography at
University of Warwick and one of
the editors of the journal
Environment and Planning D:
Society and Space. His books
include studies of Heidegger,
Foucault and Lefebvre, as well as
Terror and Territory: The Spatial
Extent of Sovereignty (University of
Minnesota Press, 2009), and The
Birth of Territory (University of
Chicago Press, 2013). 

He is currently writing a book
entitled Foucault’s Last Decade for
Polity Press; thinking about
Shakespeare and territory; and
working on questions around the
earth, world and geopolitics. He
runs the
progressivegeographies.com blog.

Foucault’s La société
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Tuesday, 4 March 2014 
2.00pm - 4.00pm

Linkway Meeting Room
4th Floor, John MedleyBuilding
The University of Melbourne
PARKVILLE  VIC  3010

Admission is free.
Bookings are required.
Seating is limited.

To register visit: http://
alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au/
stuartelden

For further information please
contact Emily Murray
e.murray@unimelb.edu.au.
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