
 

 

"Faith, Citizenship and Globalisation: 

Religion and the Citizen as Categories in a World of Becoming" 

Durham University, 19-20 May 2011 

 

This one-day conference will explore the relationship between religion and citizenship within our 
contemporary “world of becoming”, as our guest speaker William E. Connolly has termed it. Instead 
of assuming we know what religion and citizenship are, we will treat them as categories that have 
long been and still are becoming, through processes that are intertwined with a myriad of other 
processes, including those of empire past and present, nation-state formation and deformation, and 
mutating forms of capitalism, but which have become and are becoming in creative tension with 
each other. The conference is co-sponsored by the Faith and Globalisation Programme (Durham 
University), the Ideology and Discourse Analysis Programme (University of Essex) and the Centre for 

Citizenship, Civil Society and Rule of Law (University of Aberdeen). 

Keynote speaker: William E. Connolly (Johns Hopkins University), author of 'Why I am Not a 
Secularist' (1999), 'Christianity and Capitalism, American Style' (2005) and 'A World of Becoming' 
(2011). 

More on the conference theme 
We live in a world of multiple connections, though they do not constitute a unified whole. Not only 
do these interconnections indicate a series of asymmetric, rhyzomatic, intermeshing relations, but 
they are also in constant reverberation and flux. Because they are asymmetric and non-totalising, 
such connections instantiate multiple experiences of subordination, harm and risk that trigger  
responses from various social groups and individuals, across numerous cultural contexts. 
Surprisingly, perhaps, in this “world of becoming”, as William Connolly puts it, there is more, rather 
than less, space for religious identities and organisational forms to raise claims and demands in and 
towards the public sphere. What is more, the multifarious expressions of these new forms of agency 
constantly encounter the other(s) of religion – including the religious other(s) – often engaging in 
agonistic forms of dialogue and contestation.  
Today’s world is witnessing a surge in religious agency that problematises reductionist views of the 
relationship between, on the one hand, religion as an ideational category or an experiential social 
ensemble of practices and, on the other hand, the institutions and cultures of national and 
international societies. Pluralistic and agonistic approaches are called for to make sense of the new 
or ill-understood aspects of the continued public presence of religions, and to provide practical 
political and social wisdom in dealing with the value claims, the cultural significance and the political 
implications of other logics of participation in public life. This is even more pressing if we set the 
picture against the dynamics of globalisation, with its double imperative to coordinate and recognise 
difference, to produce deterritorialised practices and reterritorialise them. Pluralism, religion, 
globalisation, then, can be an interlocking set of vantage points from which to understand and 
situate ourselves in the world in which we live.  
The “religious citizen” still tends to stick in our throats, much as religious education and religious 
law, which has led scholars like Jurgen Habermas to use the term by way of posing a problem. 
Habermas asks in a Kantian vein what the “citizen” – by which he understands a person who 
participates in rational debate focused on the parliament and its antechamber, the public sphere – 
should do with his or her “religion”. But only recently have scholars – better attuned as Connolly 
suggests to the shifting contours of our present world - turned to reflect on the constant becoming 
of the categories themselves and of those clustered around them. Charles Taylor admits in his 
introduction to a recent volume, for example, that we do not know quite what we mean by secular 
and secularism, not least because of the peculiar postures of each nation-state, now complicated by 
local and transnational reformulations. To give another example, Carrette and King have described 



2 
 

 

the emergence of a "spirituality" that distinguishes itself from "religion" (and thereby transforms it) 
in a way that resonates with the ethos of contemporary business.  
Citizenship is no more to be taken for granted, caught up in the “play of waves, forces, and 
perceptions” of which Connolly writes, still at home at times in nations but otherwise in cities, in the 
global or indeed in the internet. We could turn, as some theorists have, to an early modern world 
that was still aware of the strangeness of its terms – were Spinoza and his contemporaries sure what 
they meant by religion and by citizenship? Whatever inspiration we might take from the pre-
modern, though, we are living in a world that is scarcely even recognizable as modern. Our task is 
not to provide better definitions, of course, but to follow Connolly in tracing the shifting and never 
quite predictable ways in which clusters of categories around religion come into contact with the 
cluster that surrounds citizenship, as well as the possibilities and perhaps impossibilities for plural 
thought and action that such encounters can produce. 
 

Conference Schedule 
 

19 May 2011 

14.00 – Keynote Speech (William E. Connolly) 

16.00 – Coffee Break 

16.30 – Panel: “Religion, Citizenship, and Agonistic Pluralism” 

Joanildo Burity (Durham University), Trevor Stack (University of Aberdeen), David Howarth (Essex 
University) 

20 May 2011 

9.00 - Short papers session (up to three simultaneous panels) 

10.30 – Coffee break 

11.00 – Roundtable on William Connolly’s pluralist approach to religion and globalisation  

Mathew Guest (Durham University), Jeremy Carrette (University of Kent), Aletta Norval (Essex 
University), Chris Brittain (University of Aberdeen), and William Connolly (Johns Hopkins University) 

13.00 – Lunch and departures 
 

Paper proposals are welcome for short papers on the following themes: 

 Religion and contemporary citizenship 

 Globalisation, religious activism and pluralism 

 Religion in conflict resolution 

 Religion, political alliances and the nation state 

 Global citizenship 

 Religion, agonism and social movements 

 Pluralism and the politics of religion(s) 

 

Applicants should send paper proposals containing name, title, institutional affiliation, email, title of 
presentation and abstract (150 words) simultaneously to j.a.burity@durham.ac.uk and 
m.j.guest@durham.ac.uk. The deadline for submission of proposals is 29 April 2011, and results will 
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be announced by email to accepted applicants by 5 May 2011. The short papers (maximum 2500 
words) will be made available on the Faith and Globalisation Programme web page if sent before 28 
May 2011. Please confirm that you wish to make your paper available when submitting your paper 
proposal. When submitting the full paper, please send it in PDF format to the same emails above. In 
addition, the following formatting guidelines should be observed: maximum of 10 pages, in 1.5 lines 
space; font Arial size 12, with footnotes in Arial size 10, single-spaced; and cover page providing the 
same information as in the original paper proposal plus conference and panel titles. 
 

Conference registration/attendance 

 

There is no fee for conference attendance, but all participants are required to register by email to 
secure a place in the audience before 19 May 2011. More information will be provided shortly on 
the Faith and Globalisation Programme website (www.dur.ac.uk/faithglobalisation).  

 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/faithglobalisation

